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By Yoko Kamio

No. How come you don't understand? Y ou have to turn the cup up to 90 degree.
When | taught it to Tsubaki, she learned so quickly even though she was 4 years old.
I'msorry. I'll doit again.

Yes, you haveto.

Oh, god My legs are humb from sitting on them for hours.

It'stime for English lesson.

Yes, | will bethere.

Don't sit on me.

Miss Makino.

I'mnot good at English. Pardon? Pardon? Pardon?

Sis. How is she doing?

Tsukushi-chan? She's doing her best.

| guessit'salittle hard for poor people who've never had Eisei (satellite) education.
Eisa (Specid). | guessyou always run out to somewhere when it's lesson?
Anyway, shewill stay in this house for 2 weeks. Don't ever break into her room.
Break into!? Oo0o0...0f course, | wontt.

Bastard. Sheis doing her best for paying back money. Y ou have to cooperate with her.
I know.
Tsukasayou'll really make her pay back the money?
Why do you ask me?

I'm worried that the competition this year isreally competitive. She may not win...
No way, you can't trust her.

Even it's highly competitive, | trust her,

Isit my dinner?
You havetoloseweight 4 kg-....
Yeah, | have only 9 more days. | have to thank sister for everything....

But, I'mnot sure | can win--- No, | have to do my best. | need $10,000.
The matter isthat | have to go to school every day.

| can't believe that she's our candidate.
Y eah, Domyogji-san chose her. How could shetrick him?

Excuse me.

Thisisthe proper manner.

She's changed?

| heard Domyoji-san's sister is educating her.

Tsukushi.

Hello, how are you?

What's wrong with you? | heard you would be in a huge competition! ?

Yes

| don't think it'sagood idea. Y ou don't sound like yourself.

Kazuya, | know, but...

So, you'd better give up.

UN ambassador's daughter will come back from the US. And most people think shelll be the champ.

Shewill... ?

Y eah, as amatter of fact, I'm also a candidate from Eitoku.
You'd better give up.

No way..... If | can't win $10,000 | don't need to challenge this.
Tsukushi?

Kin-san!

| wanted to talk to you. Y ou weren't working recently.
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Sorry, I'm not at my house now.

Then where are you staying?

It'salong story.....Then, I'm staying at Domyaqji's house, and | have to win $10,000.
It must be silly for challenging such acompetition. Kin-san, why you are so quiet?
Why him?

Why did you ask him?

Kin-san, wait.

You love him.

What are you talking about? Why do | love Domyqji?

| have to tell you something. Y ou should give up.

| was warned at the school as well.

My childhood friend will be there, and shelll be the champ.

| thought you would encourage me.

Seinosuke-san.

Long timeno see.
Ayano...

Makino Tsukushi -san. | found you on the magazine.

UN ambassador's daughter will come back fromthe US
And most people think she'll be the champ.

My nameis Kurimaki Ayano. | will participate in the Teen of Japan next week.
Good luck to both of us.
Tsukushi, what is your dream?

| wanna be a princess and live in a huge house.
Timefor lesson. Makino -sama

She's perfect. Like Shizuka-san and Tsubaki-san.

Princess!? No way, your father can't make you rich.

Nobody encouraged me. | was sad...

| can't beat such a beautiful lady. I'msorry, sister.
You will run away.

I will pay y ou back inafew years. And I'll be back to apologize to your sister.
I've never imagined you are such girl. Just aloser.

How could you know my feelings?
Y ou won't ever understand me because you have everything you want.
Of course, | don't understand poor peopl€'s feeling.

Now, sound like yourself. It's Makino Tsukushi's power.
Y ou should be like yourself al the time, and you can win.
Why you say s0? Nobody said it to me. Why you?...

Don't bekind to me...
Tearswon't stop.
Y ou wanna sleep with me, tonight.
What...?
Y ou seem like you can't deep aone. | won't do anything.
Y ou will be confused because you're donein alarge room.

Noway...

Cometo my room, or be timid in your room.

Comeon.

| don't wanna be alone, tonight. You think | may consider of escaping again.
Y ou redlly won't do anything.

| don't know, I'm amale creature.

Heis...

No way. Just kidding.

I'mreallyanidiot.
Y ou wannadeep?Or...
orl?
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Doit?
Oh, so tricky. One more time.
OK, OK. You are 0 excited.
Thisisit.
Hehehe Idiot.
I'malittle bored for this.
I worried too much. OK, then let'stry Seven Bridge.
I don't know therules.
I know you couldn't understand the rules.
You bastard. I'll tell everybody that you were crying tonight because
you were scared of the competition.
No, | didn't cry.
So what was that?
Slobber.
Oh, you slobber from your eyes.
Shut up. Don't forget, you're an idiot who can't understand Seven Bridge.
Don't take it out on mejust because you're frustrated. Who the hell do you think | am?
Just anidiotic rich guy...
| think I'min a bad position. Domyoji!?
Oh, my god.
Anyway, what game will we play next?
I'mso surprised. Any game you want. | was too nervous.
Makino, your training is going well.
Huh?
You're pretty now. I've never said such wordsto agirl. So be confident.
Domyoji...
Now, it's your turn.
What, Tsukushi-chan isn't in her room?
Y es, we are worried about her.
I'll ask Tsukasa. | guess she was nervous, recently . Tsukasa?
Good. Even it's not perfect, it's not so bad.
It'senough for 2 week. | wondered if | couldn't do anything for you at first.
Thank you very much. | will do asmuch as| can. Even | couldn't win, | will challenge.
Makino-sama, you did it. You lose 3.5 kg!!
| have to be like mysaif.
She'sdoing great. What made her change?
Y eah. She may makeit.
I'll do my best.
Kin-san.
Tomorrow isthe day.
Yes, it will bemy final lesson today.
| see. I'm sorry about that. | was too emotional.
Never mind.
Why don't you pay back money with me?
I won't use my father's money so we have to work hard.
| wanna sup port you. | wanna save you.
Kin-san...I'm really happy to hear that.
So youwill...
But, it's not a matter of money anymore.
| have to pay back the people who cooperated with me.
I'll show poor person's guts.
Tsukushi... You candoit.
Kin-san... | waswaiting for those words
A big competition oncein 3 years. Teen of Japan Contest.
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Winner takes $10,000 and a round-the-world trip.

A round-the-world trip! ??

| guess you should be surprise if you could win.

Everybody is beautiful. They are different from normal person like me.
Let'sgo.

I'll show poor person’s power.

Cool down.

MC will introduce one by one.

| have to cool down.

So late. It's about to start.

Rui was degping.

Oh, sister is here too.

Oh, they must be Eitoku's F4. And Domyaqji Tsubaki-sama.
What's going on?

Tsukushi-san, it will begin.

I will introduce the judges, the principal of Royal Finishing Academy, J Granton;

world famous designer, A. Smith;...

Oh, A. Smith. | love hisdesign.

Why can they be so happy?

Sigter would have a nice dinner at Domyaji's house.

Y eah, it must be steak.

Wheat is she doing? | haven't heard from her for 2 weeks.
Now, | will introduce the 6 brilliant candidates!

Eirin High. Freshman, Kurimaki Ayano; sophomore, Magkawa Sonoko; senior, Kubo Kazuko.

Wheat's this?

Next... Eitoku High. Freshman, Sanjo Sakurako;...

Hey, Eitoku. Tsukushi will be here.

Noway.

Sophomore, Makino Tsukushi.

YES

Makino-san, you don't need to answer. Finaly, senior, Ekini Junko.
One of them will win thetitle of the Best High School Student in Japan!
Makino. She's so nervous.

Shehasto relax. It's anegetive image to judges.

Makino Tsukushi shouldn't be there.

But, she can't pass the first round.

I can't think of anything.

Wewill start thefirst round. Y ou have to show your 'Beauty'.

One factor is how you can choose and wear clothing.

Here are the latest 50 outfits. Candidates choose one pair by herself!
And you will go back to dressing room.

What's going on?

It'sjust amatter of size. So easy.

No, it'samatter of sense. She has to choose the best one for her.
It'samatter of her sense.

One candidate is till choosing. Choosing timeisafactor of the judging.
No way. I've never wear such clothing before.

Do you have apen!?

Makino.

Your aim is $10,000. What the hell are you doing idiot?!

Tsukasa, what are you doing? Stop it.

Shut up.

Yeah, right. My aimis $10,000.

$10,000. $10,000. I'll do anything for that.



Tsubasa Idiot, because you shouted she chose such clothes.
84 Kazuya Oh, my god.

Sojiro I'm afraid to watch her.
Girls Did you see that? She chose such clothes. The champ will be Ayano-san.
Tsukushi I should wear like myself.
85 Tsukushi | have to wear anyways. Tear? Oh, my god!
MC 10 minutes passed. Everybody, come up to the stage!!
86 MC Entry # 1, Kurimaki Ayano. She use Channel mainly.
#2, Maekawa Sonoko, she chose ethnic style.
Sgjiro #1 will be the champ.
87 Smith Everybody chose ordinary style. So boring.
MC #4 Sanjo Sakurako. She chose bold dress. And #5, Makino Tsukushi.
89 Girls So strange.
Sojiro Oh, no.
Akira Shetore the end of the shirt.
Rui I think it's cool.
Smith Trebien.
90 Smith She arranged the design by hersalf. Thisiswhat | was|ooking for!!
Judges | see. At least, it is individudistic....
91 Sojiro But, she looks pretty. Right, Tsukasa? Oh, he blushed.
MC Wewill announce the results of thefirst round. 2 of them will fail.

Tsukushi 20fus..?
92 Sakurako Who are they?

MC Now.
93 Tsukushi Sister, I'msorry. | couldn't makeit.
Girls Makino Tsukushi will fail.
MC #1 Kurimaki Ayano. #2 Magkawa Sonoko.
94 MC #4 Sanjo Sakurako. And #5 Makino Tsukushi.
95 MC Other two will leave the stage.
Tsubaki Shedidit.
MC #5 Makino Tsukushi, step forward. Makino-san.
97 Tsukushi It must be amiracle. | would remain in 4 people out of 6...
98 Girls Unbelievable. Why #5!?
Ayuhara Cool down.
Yamano Don't worry. The second round is "Intelligence”. Such apoor girl doesn't have any.
99 Yamano Shewon't p ass the second round.
Tsukushi | didit. $10,000 is up there.
Sojiro | can't believe that.
Domyoji Of course, she should be the best girl.
Tsubaki No way, it wasjust thefirst round.
100  Tsubaki | guess she was the last one who passed the round.
Intelligence judging is hard for her. She only had 2 weeksto learn everything.
MC Second round will start 15 minutes later.
Sgjiro Let's meet Makino, and encourage her.
101  Akira | bet you wanna meet Kurimaki Ayano.
Sojiro Oh, yeah. Hey let's go, Tsukasa
Domyoji No, | won't.
Tsubaki Y ou have to encourage her.
Domyoji OK, OK.
Tsubaki What about you, Rui?
Rui I won't.
102  Tsubaki I guess Kurimaki Ayano islike Shizuka? She aso has astrong part inside....
103 Ayano What?

Tsukushi Oh, I'm sorry. | thought you were really beautiful.
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Kin-san has such an attractive childhood friend.

Kin-san, you mean Seinosuke-san?

Oh, yeah. | just named him Kin-san.

She's misunderstanding something. Shetook part in the contest for money.

If she can pass the round, anybody can.

I heard your family couldn't pay the tuition. Y ou're using rich guysto get your school tuition.
Something like prostitution?

I think you should worry about yourself. We will have second round in 10 minutes.
Y ou won't prepare anything for that?

Hey, what are you talking about? Y ou came back to Japan for Amakusa-san! ?
Even you're his fiancée he won't worry about you. | know he'sinterested in this poor girl.
Fiancee... Kin-san and she will get married... ?

Hey, cool down. Y ou have to think about second round.

Really?

Yes

But, he might have forgotten about it already. | knew about Seinosuke-san and you.
Then, | decided to come back to Japan. | wanted to challenge you.

I want to compete with you on the final round.

She's shaking. Even though she has everything, she really needs Kin-san.
DOMYQJI -SAN.

Hello, Makino. Hey, Tsukasa

H...how are you?

He'sredly nervous.

Hey, Domyaqji. Thank you for that.... I'mstrange...

| can't see hisface. Oh, | have to start make-up.

Don't you have to look into their eyes when you thank someone?

Shut up, | don't have time for talking to you.

Bastard, even you put make-up, you won't change.

Anyway, you can do it, Makino.

Youcandoit.

The second round, 'Intelligence.

Thisyear, we will test your English conversation ability.

English! ?

Hey, can she speak English?!

Candidates pour tea to the cup, and have 10 minutes conversation.
Thejudgeisthe principa of Roya Finishing Academy, J. Grant.

Oh, my god..What can | do!? And shelooks so gtrict.

Oh, her Englishis perfect. Don't you know her? Her father isthe UN ambassador.
So fadt. | don't understand anything.

10 minutes. #2, Mackawa Sonoko.

I won't lose to you.

Shelooks nervous? It was bad for her...

She dropsthe cup!! Oh, the judge decided her disqualification!! Already 1 of 4 candidates
disqudified!!

Sanjo Sakurako.

Sakurako. Even she's evil, she can speak well.

Is she playing around al the time?

How did you know?

She doesn't have agraceful atmosphere. | guess the judge knows that.

10 minutes!! Finaly, Makino Tsukushi!!

Hello, Miss Makino. How are you?

| can't think anything.

| haveto answer. | have to!!

Wheat is she doing? Can she speak English?
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| have to speak.

Oh, my god. Already 2 minutes.

He...

He.... Hello.

What wasthat?

Hello..

How do you do, Miss Grant?

How do you do, Miss Makino?

Listen to the judge, and speak even it's ow.

Yes, | had English training for 3 hours every day.

Areyou in asenior high school?

Yes, | am.

Even though her pronunciation is strange, she'sdoing well.

Isthat conversation? She only spesks yes and no.

I candoit. Oh,it'shot here.

How do you think about Japan's future?

Oh, thisiswhat I've memorized. |I'm concerned...

Oh, Makino. It'snota"Yesand No" strategy.

Shesagenius.

Well... She looks sick.

Oh, she has been under strong lighting for more than 40 minutes.
She gpeaks softly.

What's going on? | guess non-English speaker can't understand that.
I guess shewould like to finish this. She will make Tsukushi-chan's miss.
It'sover.

Calm down. | will catch simple words.

Yeah, it'sover. Even | don't understand this.

Book...What means 'recently’...

What is she talking about?

Book. Britain's best-sdler book.

No way, Makino doesn't know that.

And...well, the crimind's nameis...

Shereally looks sick. | guess we should stop this!! How can | say that in English?...
Blueface...

It'snot blue... Pale!!

Areyou OK!?

Pde.? Youveread it? Yes, hisnameisMr. Pale!! Great, you've remembered the detail!!
Huh!? Great, am1!?

Areyou OK, Mrs. Grant?

Y es. The light was too strong.

| guess you'd better treat her....

What can we do? You'vetaked for only 7 minutes!?

No, it's enough. Makino-san, thank you. | feel Japanese femalein you.
Who will be disqudified? Of course, #4. She couldn't speak well.
Can't she pass the round?

She's great, she could save the judgein such asituation.
Tsukushi-chan, you did really good. It's enough.

Yeah, it was amiracle for passing the first round.

The round for 'Intelligence. Mrs. J. Grant isthe only judge. Please.
One of the finalistsis Ayano Kurimaki...

And the other is...

Tsukushi Makino.

She even practiced greetly for the English conversation,

shedesired self-improvement by reading a best-seller book.



147

148

149

150

151

152
153

154

155

156

157

158

159

160

161

162

163

164

165

166

167

169

170

171

F4
MC
MC

MC
Ayano
Tsukushi
Ayano
Tsukushi
Ayano
Tsukushi
Tsukushi

Tsukushi
Kin
Tsukushi
Ayano
Kin
Ayano

Kin
Ayano
Kin
Tsukushi

Kin

MC
Guy
Tsukushi
Tsukushi
MC
Sojiro
Rui
Guys

MC
Tsubaki
Guy
Guy
Domyagji
Sgjiro
Guys
Domyaji
MC
Ayano
Ayano
Tsukushi
Ayano
Tsukushi
MC
Tsukushi
MC

MC

Best-sdler...?

They will compete for the title of best high school student!!

Who could predict thefinaists!! 4 out of 6 were disqualified.

And Makino Tsukushi and Kurimaki Ayano are the finalists!!

The last round will bein 15 minutes later.

Makino-san, did you read the book?

What are you talking about?

You arereally alucky one. But, when you saved her, | thought you were really alovely person.
Lovely!!?

But, you can't beat me by your luck. I'll do my best.

She knows shewill win thefinal. So confident. | know, | shouldn't be in this contest.
But, | won't lose!! | will win the championship for the people who have helped me.
Yeah, sister, who trained me for 2 weeks. Domyoji who loaned me $10,000.

My parents, who have so much debt.

| don't need thetitle. But, | need $10,000.

Oh, hereyou are.

Kin-san.

Seinosuke-san?

| was watching everything. Ayano, | heard you ran away from your parents? So reckless....
Seinosuke-san, you said you would marry me.

When we were small, your dream was to be sushi chef, and my dream was to assist you?
Ayano, if | become a sushi chef, you will work for my restaurant?

Yes, | will work for you.

Ayano, | love...

I have to say my honest feeling. Kin-san, can you wait for me at the park after the competition?
I will tell you my honest feding.

OK. I will wait.

The fina round is about to start. What will be the event thisyear! ?

2 minutes.

When | was with Hanazawa Rui. | found out about Shizuka-san. | was so sad.

But, | didn't fed li ke that thistime. | guess Ayano-san is suitable to Kin-san.
Wewill start the final. Makino Tsukushi. Kurimaki Avano.

Nobody imagined Makino would be the findlist. None in ten thousands?

Here's onein ten thousands.

It'sso nasty. Eitoku bribed judges!! It's strange. She shouldn't be the findlist.
She's not so pretty, and not so intelligent.

Please, bequiet.

Wait, Tsukasal ?

Who the hell are you?

What the hell?!

She'sdoing her best. Don't bother her.

Y eah, we will listen to your complaints.

Eitoku's F4....

Keep on, MC.

Then... Female should be a good mather. It is necessary to be agreat lady.
Makino-san.

Y ou have good friends.

They are not my friends...

| guess heredlly lovesyou.

Noway...

I will introduce the judges for the final round!!

What's this!?

Y ou will play with 21 children in the other room. There are many toys.

Children will choose the kind girl, and it is the final round!!
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What?

Please move to the other room.

How can | play with so many kids.

Hello. Wewill have fun for awhile. What would you like! ?
Oh, my. Hello, I'm sister Tsukushi. Helllllooo.

She's got to be an idiot.

Cheeky kids.



